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Welcome to the 2025 ICSS Fall Conference

First, on behalf of the lllinois Council for the Social Studies, | want to thank you for taking the
day to engage with social studies education today at our fall conference. This conference gives
everyone who attends the opportunity to contribute to the professional dialogue through
session presentations and networking with colleagues across lllinois and beyond. Our students
need to understand how to navigate and engage in civil dialogue to better address societal
concerns. We are living through a polarized society that has misinformation abounding. Our
students need to be able to navigate this reality with social studies skills that allow them to
find reliable resources, ask essential questions, and communicate those ideas in a logical
fashion. Social Studies teachers today, as in the past, are confronted with ever newer
technologies impacting the society that they teach about. These technologies also change our
teaching methods and how we learn current events and develop new curricula. What better
way to respond to those challenges than for teachers and others to take part in our conference
where participants will explore a variety of topics and sessions that are pertinent to social
studies students and teachers in the field across grade levels and social studies content areas.

As you move through the sessions, keep in mind that you can be a part of the conference in
the future. At ICSS, we are always looking for new and innovative ways to engage with social
studies education in the State of Illinois. Look out for our call for proposals for future
conferences.

We would also like to encourage you to think about joining the leadership team at ICSS through
service on the Executive Board or Board Committees. Our organization depends on great social
studies educators in a variety of venues and grade levels giving their time and expertise to
continue to grow by bringing resources and support to our members. If you are passionate
about supporting such a mission, reach out to the organization and see where you can help.

Once again, Welcome and | hope you enjoy your day.

Theresa Coomer

Conference Program Director
Illinois Council for the Social Studies
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PLEASE NOTE CHANGES IN LOCATION FROM PREVIOUS YEARS!

Harper College Map

Parking-Please Park in Lot 2 and Lot 3
Sign-in Begins at 7:30
Sessions-Session will take place in Building Y and Z

Lunch Program-Lunch Program will take place in Building W
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Lunch Keynote Panel: Dr. Korinda Walls, Andy Goveia, Dr. John Bierbaum, Nate Weber
12:30-2:00 Moderated by Mary Ellen Daneels

United We Teach: The Social Studies Classroom as a Laboratory for Civic Trust panel discussion

Wojcik Conference Center Dining Room—Building W
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Session 1: 8:30-9:20
Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Exploring the Misinformation . . . . Tracee Stanford
Y-106 p 9 This session provides educators with tools to help students . .
Landscape L . . The News Literacy Project
develop a healthy skepticism for news and online claims.
Participfa\nts will explore misinformation -types, practice- . Tracee Stanford is NLP’s senior manager of professional
debunking falsehoods, and learn strategies to foster critical learning, where she develops and facilitates engaging news
thinking for informed, responsible digital citizenship. literacy sessions for educators nationwide. She is also a former
) . broadcast journalist and educator.
Middle/Secondary High
School
Picture Books in Middle . . . Kimberly Fugarino
- R . Discover how picture books can spark meaningful .
v-108 School Social Studies 1ow'p . parkT 8 Villa Park SD45
conversations in the middle school social studies classroom.
This session offers ready-to-use |'deas aligned with sta'te Kimberly Fugarino has been teaching social studies for
Middle School mandates to address real-world issues through engaging, age- | over 20 years. As a department lead, Kimberly has led
appropriate literature. the charge on creating curriculum to meet the new
state standards.
Z-117 | Became An American: The An autobiographical documentary chronicling one educator’s Lou Catalan .
Story of an Undocumented . . . Round Lake High School
Teacher journey from Mexico to the United States as an
unc_j(_)cumented Ir_nmlg_ranF' Capturlng emotional hardshlp and Undocumented, unafraid, and unapologetic, Lou Catalan is a
resilient cultural identity, it delivers a powerful narrative that U.S. History teacher, writer, and artist reshaping narratives
challenges audiences to discuss contemporary systemic through truth, protest, and radical hope. Education is his
PreK-12 General Audience immigration injustices. rebellion.
The Minimum Wage Debate: . . Amanda Geiger
Z-129 . fpe 9 s . Engage students in an active, structured debate on the g .
Sparking Critical Thinking in = . o L ) Federal Reserve of St Louis
minimum wage! This lesson fosters critical thinking, evidence-
Your Classroom based di > d iation for di .
ased discussion, and an appreciation for diverse economic Amanda is a senior economic education specialist
perspectives through research, argumentation, and reflection. | with the Federal Reserve of St Louis. Before joining
the St. Louis Fed she was a Florida public high
school teacher for over 12 years. She has also
served as a reader and table leader for the College
Secondary Board AP Macroeconomics exam.

(session 1 offerings continued on next page)
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Session 1: 8:30-9:20

Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Unpacking Historical Images o Richard Hughes and Trevor Shields
Z-130 . P 9 - 9 The session introduces a newly developed framework for o 9 . . . .
via a Framework for Critical o . . lllinois State University and Minooka Community
R R critical visual literacy and models how the framework can be .
Visual Literacy . . L High School
used in secondary classrooms to generate meaningful inquiry
and better examine historical images related to Native . . .
} ) . 128 Richard Hughes teaches US history and history
American and Asian American history. . o . ;
education at lllinois State University and Trevor
Shields teaches US history and World history at
Minooka Community High School
Secondary/High School
Search Me: Understanding the L . . . Tiffany Middleton and Catherine Hawke
Z-131 . Explore historic and recent cases interpreting and applying ; . . .
Fourth Amendment with . b > American Bar Association Division for Public
the Fourth Amendment. See how the meanings of “search .
the U.S. Supreme Court ‘o, ) ) Education
and “seizure” have changed over time, what it means for our
rights, and how open questions are still before the Supreme Tiffany Middleton is a program manager at the American Bar Association
Court today. in the Division for Public Education. She manages Law Day, the Silver Gavel
. 3 Awards for Media & the Arts, and other civic programs and publications.
M |ddIe/Secondary ngh School She studied history. / Catherine Hawke is deputy director of the American
Bar Association's Division for Public Education. She is a recovering lawyer
who edits the ABA's Supreme Court publications and other civic education
programs.
Civic Engagement Activities on the| _. o . . Eric Junco
Z-133 . 9ag . Discover memorable lessons on individual and collective actions . . .
Environment and Society . ) . . | Northern Illinois University
for environmental stewardship. Engage in games, an interactive
Story'l,'and' collaborative dISC'US'SIO'n to enf:ou'rage civic Eric Junco, Ed.D. is Director of Academic Cultivation and Assistant
participation and develop disciplinary skills in geography, Professor in the College of Education at Northern lllinois University
economics and history. Receive lesson plans aligned to state and a former secondary teacher.
standards.
Elementary
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Session 2: 9:30-10:20
Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Y-106 But Am I Doing It Right? | Using her background in the inquiry-based methods used in Margarita Sinclair
fPP'ang Inquiry-Based teaching French helped Margarita embrace inquiry-based Proviso West High School District 209
earnin ing i i i i
g learning in Social Studies clas§es. Here is what she has learned Margarita Sinclair is a high school History and World
as she has begun to embrace it. Language teacher. With 24 years of experience, she
has seen how her background in both subject areas
have been able to help her.
Elementary/
Middle/High School
Y-108 Sparking Curiosity and Explore how inquiry, media-rich content, and collaboration Angela Terry-Boggs
Enge!glng Students WI.th fostgr civic d|§logue a?nd democratic skills. Ga.ln practlcal. Imagine Learning
Media and Collaboration: | routines, a daily inquiry structure, and a preview of Imagine _ _ _
Building a Laboratory for | Learning’s Traverse curriculum to engage students in With 20+ years in education, I'm a teacher, consultant,
Civic Trust ineful ial studies di . and marathon enthusiast. | excel in pedagogy,
meaningiul social studies discussions. curriculum development, and fostering interactive
Middle/High School learning env_ironments: My p_assion drives me to create
transformative educational journeys that promote
active participation and personal growth.
7-117 Frameworks for Civil Explore the C.0.R.E. and H.E.A.R.T. frameworks to Micah Miner
Discourse, Digital i ivi . o
ISt ) g ) tra'nsform your classroom |nt<? a'1 Ia.boratory for C'IVIC. trust Beach Park District 3, NCSS, NSSLA, ISTE+ASCD,
Citizenship, & Media Gain practical tools to teach civil discourse, media literacy, CoSN/IETL
Literacy in Social Studies | and Al evaluation, equipping students to counter digital
polarization. Director of Innovation & Technology, Beach Park District 3,
Times 10 Publications Author, Education Consultant, Ryze Al
_ Advisor, ISTE Community Leader, CoSN/IETL Member, CoSN
PreK 12 General Al & EdTech Innovation Committees Member
Audience
Z-129 From Wrongful Explore lessons that engage students in critical inquiry on Amy Mueller
Convictions to Deat'h ) w.rongful convictions and_c?pltal pynlshmen.t, fostermg York Community High School
Penalty Debate: Building | dialogue, empathy, and civic trust in the social studies . ‘
Civic Engagement classroom as a democratic laboratory. Amy Mueller, JD, MLIS, has 16 years teaching social
studies including 9 years teaching Law in American
Society and coaching mock trial, blending legal
. expertise with civic education.
Secondary/High School

(session 2 offerings continued on next page)
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Session 2: 9:30-10:20

Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Beyond the Walls: . . N . Ria Pretekin, Samantha Chapleau
Z-130 y This session highlights how museums partner with AANHPI . P
Museums and o . . Field Museum
Communities Amplifying communities and educators to co-create authentic learning
AANHPI Histories in experle.nces, fulfill the TEAACH Act, and rellmagme.muse.um Ria Pretekin and Samantha Chapleau currently serve as
Classrooms and education through collaboration, storytelling, and inclusive Museum Educators at the Field Museum, co-creating
Museums histories beyond museum walls. learning experiences and learning resources with AANHPI
communities to equip educators to meet the TEAACH
(Teaching Equitable Asian American Community History)
Act.
Prek-12 General Audience
Inquiry in the Middle: . . . L . . Jessica Beauchamp & Amy Overton
Z-131 q ry . This session explores effective & practical instructional strategies . P y
Building Collaboration & ) . . Thompson Middle School, CUSD #303
Questioning Skills In for supporting the development of students' collaboration and
Tomorrow’s Citizens questioning skills, preparing them to become active, engaged The presenters are current 8th grade Social Studies
citizens in an increasingly complex world. teachers at Thompson Middle School in CUSD #303. They
. . have extensive experience in teaching both middle school
Middle/ Secondary ngh & high school, as well as leading curriculum
School development & professional learning. Both presenters
meet all 3 presenter qualifications listed in the next
question.
Bridging Divides: How . . . . Emilee McHorn
7Z-133 dging des: Ho In this interactive session, educators will explore how a shared ee Mcrhorney

America’s Founding
Ideals Can Promote
Unity

Middle/Secondary High
School

American identity strengthens democracy by focusing on the
common ideals of liberty, equality, and civic duty. Through
primary source analysis of foundational texts—from the
Declaration of Independence to contemporary speeches—
participants will examine how these documents can be used to
promote unity in a polarized society. Educators will leave with a
primary source analysis handout with speech excerpts and
guiding questions, activity ideas, and practical strategies for
fostering civic unity in the classroom, empowering students to
engage with America’s founding principles in relevant,
meaningful ways.

Jack Miller Center for Teaching America's
Founding Principles & History

Emilee McHorney, Teacher Programs Manager at the Jack
Miller Center, is a former high school Social Studies teacher,
College Board exam reader, and advocate for civic
education.
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Session 3: 10:30-11:20
Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Z-117 United We Teach: The Social | A small panel discussion on our conference theme with voices Micah Miner, Luke Knight
Studies Classroom as a from a diverse background for our social studies profession.
Laboratory for Civic Trust This panel will be moderated by Theresa Coomer, ICSS
Conference Program Director.
Prek-12 General Audience
The Midterm Mosh Pit: How ) C Mary Ellen Daneels
Z-123 to Survive and Thrive Explore .hg\-/v the 2026 mldte-rms <?an foster civility, (-:IVIC Director, lllinois Civic Hub
responsibility, and constructive dialogue. Engage with
strategies, materials, and collaborative reflection to lead civil Mary Ellen Daneels, National Board Certified teacher,
discourse in the classroom and empower students to navigate directs the Illinois Civics Hub, leading K-12 civic learning
contentious times with respect and inquiry. nationwide. An aw_ard—winn_in_g educat_or, she_advocates,
Middle/ Secondary High presents, and advises on civic education policy and
practice.
School
) . . w " Thi . . .
Z-129 Why History Facts Matter Hated history as “just da.\tes ? Think agaln.Thls session N Lauren Brown
and How to Make Them challenges the false choice between historical facts and critical Percy Julian Middle School
Memorable & Meaningful thinking. Using simple, powerful strategies from cognitive
science, you’ll make history memorable, meaningful, fostering Lauren has nearly 20 years of classroom experience,
the civic skills students need today. teaching 7-12 grade social studies as well as teaching
) preservice social studies teachers at the college level. She
Prek-12 General Audience currently teaches middle school U.S. history in Oak Park,
Illinois.
Thinking Like a Scholar: . - . . Dawn Skaggs
Z-130 Effectivi Social Studies Foster critical thinking and scholarly discourse in your classroom 0/ 99
Practices with Response GrOl',Ip ac?tlyltles. This teac.:hlng :c,tratng helps Dawn Skaggs has been a National Account Manager
students grapple with difficult concepts in social studies, with TCl since 2007. Prior to that, she taught secondary
recognize the complexity of historical events, and discuss the social studies for 8 years. During her tenure, she served
consequences of public policies. ;garrf;e Kentucky Council on Economic Education for two
Middle/ Secondary High
School

(session 3 offerings continued on next page)
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Session 3: 10:30-11:20

Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Z131 E).(plaln Reflect React: A This session introduces Explain Reflect React, a visual learning Dr.. Korlnd.a Wa.”S
Visual Strategy for ) o o Saint Patrick High School
strategy that builds metacognition, deepens historical
Measurable Impact hension. i tudent writi d fost th
com'p.re en5|o.n, improves stu gn writing, ar'1 ostersempathy. | . 1o walls is a high school Social
Participants will explore how this approach yields measurable Studies and CTE teacher who leverages a
gains in both classroom engagement and standardized exam powerful combination of academic research
Secondary/High School scores. experience and applied professional expertise
to drive student success.
From Evidence to Dialogue: . Laurie Pasler and Dave Fript
Z-133 9 Explore Module 1: Conspiracy, where students use Nuremberg P

Teaching WWII Origins
Through Nuremberg

Middle/ Secondary High School

trial evidence to examine WWII’s origins through ideology.
Teachers will experience a student-centered lesson that
combines multimedia resources, collaborative inquiry, and
structured dialogue to foster critical thinking and respectful
debate in today’s classrooms.

Laurie is an award-winning producer/creative director
who inherited her father’s hidden memorabilia from
working at Nuremberg and created the Courtroom 600
project to teach its lessons a new way.

Dave taught history at Latin School Chicago for over 35
years. He holds a Masters in Teaching from the
University of Chicago and is a Teacher Fellow of the
USHMM (1998-99).
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Session 4: 11:30-12:20

in the Classroom and
Beyond

Middle/ Secondary High
School

students to participate in democracy. Chicago Metro History
Day will share how National History Day creates critical thinkers
who can evaluate historical and contemporary source
trustworthiness.

Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Z-117 Empowering ELLs: Effective | Explore dynamic ELL strategies to enhance comprehension and Amanda Molitor
Strategies for Success in engagement in U.S. History, fostering inclusive learning and Lake Park High School
the U.S. History Classroom cultural appreciation. Empower vyour classroom with Educator for 7 years, teaching for & years. M.A. in
innovative, research-based approaches for diverse learners. Secondary Education-History, L581 & ESL endorsement.
Currently teaches U.S. History and Civics, including ELL
sections of both.
Secondary/ High School
Fostering Belonging Dr. Steve Fouts, Dan Fouts
- . This session introduces a structured conversation method that : ’
Z-123 and Dialogue } o Teach Different
Through the Teach helps teachers foster classroom belonging, promote civil
Different dialogue, and support critical thinking across disciplines. Dr. Steve Fouts and Dan Fouts are veteran
Conversation Participants will also learn about a related certification educators and co-founders of Teach Different,
Method opportunity developed through a 2025 lllinois mental health a professional training organization helping
rant educators create classroom belonging through
g ’ structured, conversation-based learning
aligned to SEL and academics.
Prek-12 General Audience
Z-129 Creating Critical Thinkers Critical thinking helps students examine the past and prepares Crystal Johnson and Paige McCoy

Niendorf

Chicago History Museum

Crystal Johnson manages Chicago Metro History
Day. Johnson wrote "Making History: A Teacher’s
Guide to the NHD Program" and co-edited "Finding,
Analyzing, and Constructing History: A Research
Guide for Students."

Paige McCoy Niendorf is the History Learning
Specialist at Chicago Metro History Day. Previously,
Paige worked for the National Park Service and the
Idaho State Museum in education and interpretation.

(session 4 offerings continued on next page)
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Session 4: 11:30-12:20

Room Title/Audience Abstract Presenter(s)
Z-130 Asian American Histories This workshop explores the 14th Amendment and birthright Dr. Darrell DeTample and Kimberly
in Action: Teaching citizenship through Asian American history, linking past Leung
Birthright Citizenship an struggles like the Chinese Exclusion Act to today’s challenges. . . . .
thright Citizenship and &8 o o y & Teach Asian American Stories, Asian Law
the 14th Amendment Educators will gain context, legal insights, and classroom tools
. . . . Caucus
aligned with social studies standards.
) ) Darrell DeTample is a high school social studies
Middle/ Secondary High teacher and Rutgers lecturer with 23 years’
School experience. A Teach Asian American Stories
Ambassador, he holds an EdD focused on Anti-
Racism Education and integrates it into his
teaching.
Kim Leung is a civil rights attorney at Asian Law
Caucus, defending birthright citizenship in federal
court and advocating for voting rights, civic
engagement, and language access with community
partners.
Z-131 TEACHING THE RULE OF Discover the use of music to teach various aspects of the "rule Ed Wright and Judy Failoni
LAW...WITH MUSIC "i iety. i i .
of law" in our society. We will prowd.e examples and lesson Retired educators
plans ready to use on Monday morning.
Ed taught US and World History and Constitution at
the middle school, high school, and college levels.
. . Judy taught education courses at the college level.
Middle/ Secondary High yiadg g
School
Z-133 Teaching History Reimagine the structure of your history classes. Teaching Mary Wells

Thematically Using Expert
Groups

Middle/ Secondary High
School

thematically rather than chronologically helps teachers
overcome the dilemma of covering centuries of history in one
school year. Empower students to think critically and make
meaningful connections with this project-based thematic
approach.

North Park Elementary School, Chicago

Mary Wells is a middle school social studies teacher
at a Chicago Independent School. She has over 16
years of experience teaching World and United
States History.
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2025 Fall Conference
lllinois Council for the Social Studies
October 17, 2025
“United We Teach: The Social Studies Classroom as a Laboratory for
Civic Trust”
Keynote Panelists

Join us on a dynamic and engaging panel discussion on the conference theme from a
diverse array of voices across the social studies profession. Our Panel consists of the
following:

Dr. Korinda Walls serves as a Social Studies Teacher and Chair of the Business and Public
Service Department at Saint Patrick High School in Chicago. For her doctoral research, she
developed the Explain Reflect React strategy, a classroom-tested visual learning model that
raised AP US History exam pass rates by 20% in a single school year. Conducting research with
her own students, she produces scholarship that connects innovation with outcomes. As a third
generation educator and small business owner, Dr. Walls emphasizes rigorous learning and the
development of practical skills to prepare students for civic and professional success.

Andy Goveia, an ISU alum (MS 18, BS ’13), teaches 7th and 8th Grade Social Studies at
Thomas Metcalf Laboratory School (lllinois State University Laboratory Schools) and is a Non-
Tenure Track Professor in the School of Teaching and Learning at lllinois State. He is passionate
about helping students see connections in the world around them through his classes as well as
ensuring they develop into well-rounded, thoughtful, capable humans. In his role as Faculty
Associate in the Laboratory Schools, Andy encourages pre-service teachers to become future
classroom leaders, as well as connects research and practice in his classroom.

Dr. John Bierbaum is a National Board Certified Teacher who has taught at his alma mater,
Normal West High School for the past twenty years. John is the Social Studies building chair and
sponsors the Model United Nations Club, Mock Trial team, Asian American Heritage Club and
Archive Club. In addition, John is an lllinois Education Association virtual mentor for new
teachers, teaches adjunct at lllinois State University, and has received multiple awards including
the Heartland Community College Distinguished Alumni Award, lllinois State University’s College
of Education Hall of Fame, and past finalist for IL State Teacher of the Year.

Nate Weber is in his fourth year as the K-12 social studies coordinator for Waukegan Public
Schools. In his role he has engaged in multi-year programming designed to increase inquiry
based lessons and Civic Service Learning Opportunities for the 15 elementary schools, 5 middle
schools and 3 high school campuses.

This year’s panel will be moderated by Mary Ellen Daneels. Mary is a National Board Certified
teacher, directs the lllinois Civics Hub, leading K-12 civic learning nationwide. An award-winning
educator, she advocates, presents, and advises on civic education policy and practice.
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Vendor Information

The lllinois Council for the Social Studies invites you to visit the vendors at

Vendor

our conference!

Website

Synopsis

Billy Caldwell Film &
Curriculum

Susan Kelsey

info@legacypublishingllc.

https://thebillycaldwellmovie.com/

com

This historical film and companion
curriculum meets every requirement of
[llinois mandated instruction on Native

American history for elementary and
high schools. This resource tells the
story of Billy Caldwell with ready-to-use
lesson plans, discussion guides, and
primary source connections.

Teachers' Curriculum
Institute (TCl)

Dawn Skaggs
dskaggs@teachtci.com

teachtci.com

TCl’s high-quality materials transform
social studies and science classes into
dynamic, interactive experiences that
drive engagement and learning. TCl’s
programs are driven by inquiry and
active learning to provide teachers with
the tools they need to support student
learning.

NewSpaceView
Geographic

Ron Cui
usc-
info@newspaceview.com

WWwWWw.newspaceview.com

We are a Minnesota-based company
that handles everything in-house, from
product design to desk map production.
Our products are widely used in schools
and loved by many students, teachers,

and parents.
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